[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.emf] 

IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (IHSS)

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
And

YOLO COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING AND ADULT SERVICES 

Joint Information Gathering Conference

Meeting Report
Yolo County Department of Employment and Social Services

    25 North Cottonwood Street, Woodland, CA 95695

November 5, 2008 

IHSS Advisory Committee Members Present:  Nancy Seyden, Winifred DeAnda, Lynda Findley, Frances Gracechild, Johanne Lewis, Sharon Mc Neill, Jeremy Warren.
IHSS Advisory Committee Members Not Present:  Not Present:  Nelson Hernandez and Dee Dee Gilliam

Commission on Aging Members Present:  Supervisor Mariko Yamada; Elaine Musser, TRIAD; Lenise Curtis, Older Adult Services
Also Present:  Andrea Jones, Deputy to Supervisor Yamada; Sandra Rodriguez, Ass’t Deputy to Supervisor Yamada; Jim Provenza, Supervisor-elect; Maryfrances Collins, Director Adult Services; Laurie Haas, Social Work Supervisor Adult Services; Renee Craig, DESS; Frances Smith, Public Authority Director; Devonné Williams, Public Authority Analyst
Guests Present:  Ada Barros Heiser, Health Department; David Soto, C4A; Nancy Edgar, Older Adult Program, ADMH; Rose Conroy, Davis Fire Chief; Rose Levinson, Eleanor Roosevelt Circle; John Poland, Yolo AMR; Robert Smith, Yolo AMR; Nickie McCabe, Yolo Elder Nutrition; Laura Even, Home Instead; Alma Ortiz, Calif. Tele. Access; Kyle Noderer, Yolo OES; Tod Reddish, Woodland Fire Department; Dona Mast, EMCC; Maria Gunther, Arte Greene, 10 IHSS Providers, and Richard Devylder, speaker, California OES; Junior, attendant for Richard Devylder and Peter Thy.  
Welcome:  Nancy Seyden, IHSS AC Chair, welcomed everyone to the Information Gathering Conference and gave a brief summary of the establishment and purpose of the IHSS Advisory Committee.

Greetings & Introductions:  Supervisor Yamada stated that she had wanted a joint meeting of the Commission on Aging and Adult Services and the IHSS Advisory Committee for several years and was very pleased at the number of people in attendance to hear about the important issue of disaster planning for people with disabilities.

Presentation – Emergency Preparedness:  Richard Devylder explained that he was appointed to the position of Special Advisor to the Director, Office for Access and Functional Needs by Governor Schwarzenegger to advise on the needs of people with disabilities.   He said his life experience as a person with significant disability and being on the scenes in San Bernardino and Butte counties during the recent fires have informed the advice he currently gives.   
Key Points:  People with disabilities should be at disaster preparedness planning tables.  Richard stated there are six major issues that need to be considered when planning for disasters.

1. Identifying vulnerable populations:  Generally held assumption that all people with disabilities can be located by checking a registry is a myth.  He urged planners to consult with IHSS, Home Health agencies, Meals on Wheels, Centers for Independent Living, Regional Centers for Persons with Developmental Disabilities; transit providers, and, finally, Guidance for Planning and Responding to the Needs of People with Disabilities & Older Adults found on the internet at www.oes.ca.gov.
2. Communication;  Early Warning Notification Systems need to be aware that not everyone who is elderly or has a disability is able to receive messages sent in traditional modes and should consider reverse 911, text messaging, TTY’s, pagers, video relays, captioned messages, sign language interpreters at press conferences and during television broadcasts and developing community networks to enhance communication. 
3. Transportation for evacuations.  Counties need to develop a roster of which agencies have accessible vehicles that could be used in an emergency as well as a way to locate people who need transport.  He noted that service animals and pets should be considered.  The number of licensed facilities in an evacuation zone and what transport can be mobilized should be included in the county plan.  It is critical that disability and older adult transportation systems be integrated into evacuation plans.
4. Sheltering:  People with disabilities have a right to be sheltered with the general population.  A functional assessment service team is needed comprised of individuals who have knowledge of aging, chronic health needs, brain injury, hearing loss, mental health issues, physical disabilities and drug and alcohol abuse.   Resources for durable medical equipment and consumable medical supplies must be identified.  (wheel chairs, canes, walkers, shower chairs, toilet chairs/risers, TTY’s, magnifiers, etc.)  Restrooms/showers need ramps.
5. Recovery:  Organizations providing direct services must be integrated into all local assistance centers.  
6. Personal Preparedness:  Everyone should be prepared to with necessary supplies for 3 – 5 days.
Response from Kyle Noderer, Yolo County Office of Emergency Services:  Kyle reported that Yolo County is one of 11 counties developing a plan, Shelter Annex, for disaster preparedness for elderly and disabled.   The Annex is expected to be completed by Spring, 2009.
Responses from the Audience:   Mariko Yamada fielded questions from the Audience.   There were many comments that the information presented by Richard was extremely helpful.  Several individuals asked for follow-up information.  Mariko thanked everyone for attending and pledged to continue to work on this important issue in her new position as Assemblyperson for the Eighth District.  Fran Smith, PA Director, stated that the next issue of the PA newsletter would include information about “You’re On Your Own” for five days – “YO YO 5.” 
Special Thank You:  Nancy Seyden thanked Supervisor Yamada for the work she did to create the Public Authority and for her support to the Advisory Committee since its inception.  On behalf of Advisory Committee members and Public Authority staff, Nancy presented a plaque to Supervisor Yamada.   
Cake and light refreshments were served to all attendees.  
Note:  A hard copy of the Power Point Presentation used by Richard Devylder will be sent to attendees by regular mail.  
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